HITLERISM   VERSUS   STRASSERISM

the Volkiscker Beobachter, under the pseudonym of
Ulrich von Hutten, and had to some extent laid in
that journal the foundations of our National-Socialist
theories. For the first time Strasserism ventured to
oppose Hitlerism. But the liberation of the Nazi
leader put an end to the opening phase of this conflict,
and I felt ready to support Gregor and to prepare the
way for the victory of our ideas.

Collaboration with Graefe had had to be aban-
doned. Graefe was even more reactionary than
Hitler, and on regaining his liberty he and his followers
dissociated themselves from us and pursued their
activities independently* Ludendorff, however, was
in perfect agreement with Gregor, and the great work
could begin. Our immediate task was to find a solid
political and intellectual foundation on which to build
the organization of the National-Socialist Party of the
North.

Hitler, whether because he failed to realize the gulf
that even then divided me from him or because he
regarded my collaboration as a necessary evil, heartily
congratulated Gregor on learning that I had been
won over.

'Whatever he does, he'll do well/ he assured my
brother. cTwo men like you cannot fail.5

Our task in North Germany was hard but full of
interest. The scattered Party members had to be
regrouped, and they had to be offered an intelligent
Press, adapted to their mentality as well as to our own
ideas.